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GOLD and; GRACE. 
- Weighed in the Balance. 


| Wherein ſome Directiens how to proceed re- 
gularly toward the married State are propoſed; 
the Preferableneſs of Grace and Virtue to 

Riches and Honour are conſidered ; the In- 


expediency, evil Conſequences, and Diſad- 5 


voantages attending the unequal Yoking of 
Believers with Unbelievers are obſerved ; and - 
a few Objections anſwered. 
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To the READER. 
Ms. WILLIAM HERBERT, of 


Brechva, i in the County of Brecon, SourH- 
WaàIEs, was a worthy, judicious, and acceptable 
| Labourer in the Vineyard; but his great and wiſe 15 
Maſter thought it not proper that he ſhould continue 
long to bear the Burden and Heat of the Day. He 
_ ſeemed to be one of thoſe, of whom the World was not 
worthy. This little Tract was compoſed by him, in 
His younger Years, for his own private Uſe ; deſign- 
ing that a few of his familiar Friends, might like- 
wiſe enjoy the Benefit of it. I am informed, he had 
no Intention, at that Time, to commit it to the Preſs. 
But feveral Years after, being then in that State 
which is honourable in all, and having obſerved, 
with Sorraw, the blooming Hope of many pro- 
miſing young Perſons blaſted, by their imprudent 
Conduct, in the important Article, handled at large, 
in his Manuſcript, he /. gnified. his Inclination 10 
print it, if Life ſhould continue; and Healtb, 
* which was then much on the Decline, permit him ta 
correct it. He had a tender Regard for the riſmg 
Generation, and particularly his own Children, if it 
1 Jhould **. God to ſpare any « e # them to Years of | 
J ene, 4 
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To the Reader. 


Maturity; of whom one Son only remains now upon 
the Stage. Yet he never accompliſhed his Intention, 
his Strength decayed, his Sands were ſoon out, and © 
be was called to Reft from his .T.abour. He died 
October 29, 1742; and his Treatiſe, being left 


LA 


uncorrected, lay in Silence and Obſeurity ever ſince. 


Several that knew of it, being till deſirous tu have 


1 publiſhed, 1 attempted, at laſt, io ſupply that Lack 


, Service; and, with the Conſent and Approbation 


of Mrs. HERBERT, tranſcribed it, making ſome 
Alterations where J thought needful. I have not, 


agſignedly, injured either the e elh, ar the ; 


Author. | 
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* LX H E R E is 1 tel Inclina- 


Bf : tion in moſt young Men to 


3 5 
7 EXE in Paradiſe, and much more 


| ſo now. Then it is no Way 
| ſtrange that I found in myſelf the ſame Pro- 
| penſity. But I was of a wavering Diſpoſi- 
bon: One while I would covet Riches, another 
Time fond of Beauty; now Parentage, by and 
oy for Parts, However, after many Journeys, 
3 5 and 


„. T ſeek out for a Helpmeet in this 
| 10 Ns Life: Such a Help was needful 
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to take it as my only 


therein recorded. 
following Directions for my own Benefit, as att. 
woll as for the Uſe of other F ellow/-Chriſtians hin 
00 my Acquaintance, regarding their Conduc! be 1 
in this momentous Affair. 
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| deve, that a Chriſtian dus ges | 


| he hath ſeveral Things to mind at Home, 05 
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and FEY precious Time ſpent to little Purpoſe, * 


obſerving that my Labour had been in vain, 1 oy 


and myſelf a Loſer, I conſidered what might dit 


be the Reaſon of ſo many Diſappointmentv thi 


and having Recourſe to Scripture, the Chriſtian's 0 


infallible Fouch-ſtone, whereby he ought to « 


try all Things, I ſoon found that my forme: * 
Steps were not right: 


Thereupon I reſolvec 

to ſearch the Word of Gop, and for the future $. 
Rule, endeavouring to anc 
follow the Example of the Children of Gobe eac 
Moreover, I writ down the gf 


tin 
her 


In order to 3 regularly, 1. hursbly con- fur 


1 


1. To candles his own Circumſtances; rl 


to look into concernins 


fore he goes Abroad ; Ty 


himſelf, before he concerns himſelf with chuſinz Jari 
another; he hath many | 
regarding his own Perſon and Station, before 
he minds the Perſon and Station of another. 


Things to think of, f E 


T herefor | 


;  Piety the beſt Portion * 
ſe, *hereforc he ſhould well conſider, whether he 


in, Kath a clear and manifeſt Call to alter his Con- 
rht dition in Life. He ſhould propoſe to himſelf 


s this Queſtion: Am I, "inde, cn and. . 


n's > Mind, like to be a meet, ſyitable, and com- 
to « fortable Help to the Perſon that 1 would 
1e1 « chuſe to be my Companion for Life,*?” 
e Gop inſtituted Matrimony for the mutual Help 
ure and Comfort, both of the Man and the Woman; 
to and not that they might be mutual Grief to 
OD each other. The Qualifications and Conduct 
the af the Huſband ſhould have a Tendency ta 
as attract the Deſires of his Wife unto him. Go 
nthimſelf ſaid unto the Woman, Thy Deſire ſhall 
uc. to thy Huſband it. If he is like to be à con- 
tinual Affliction and Sorrow to her, how can 
her Affection be towards him? He ought 
n- further to Query thus: “ Am [ like to be 


i The Author's en en was, That if a Perfoa 5 
for be either defeQive in Body, or ſubje& to Diſ- 


ion of Mind, ſo far as not to anſwer, but rather 


._tra 
one 405 and thwart "the Designs of Marriage; then, 
NEwhere the Caſe is fo, his Call to the conjugal Re- 
ingl ation is got clear. Some agree with him, others. 
of, ge not quite of * ſame Miad, 


8 


* Gen. ili. 16. 


ore - | „ - < more 


8 Prety the beſt Portion. 
„ more free from Temptations, and to ſerve 
8 and glorify Go better in a married State “?“ 


| 2. He ought to eye Marriage as an Ordinance 1 
af great Weight and Importance, Wy Man's * 
temporal Felicity and Comfort, with regard to 


Soul and Body, depend much upon it; for it 


The Author was likewiſe of Opinion, That if þ 


a Perſon may live as comfortably, -contentedly, and 
continently, in a fingle State, to his Satisfaction, as 
well as if he were married, then it is rather his 

Duty to continue unmarried. He thought a Wife 


| ſhould be the laſt Help, when all other Things 
could not vield that Comfort, Relief, and Satif. & 
faction, which he hoped to enjoy in a Wife. He 
_ alſo looked upon Marriage as a Remedy againſt In- 


continency.— Though this is not the only Deſign, yet 
it is, I think, one End of Marriage. See Matt. xix. 
11. 1 Cor. vii. 2, 5. In the Solemnization of 
; Matrimony, eſtabliſhed in this Nation by Law, it is 
expreſly ſaid, That Perſons*ſhould duly conſider the 


____ Cauſes for which ee e ee Among 3 
other Things it is there ſaid; That Marriage was 


ordained as @ Remedy againſi Sin, and io avoid For- 


nication, that ſuch Perſons as have not the Gift of Con- 
—  Tenency might marry, and keep thepſelves undefiled Mem- 
bers of Chrift”s Body. As the Author was a little 


particular in his Sentiments in the- Things, I took 
the Liberty to wave his Peculiarities in the Text: 


Yet, without theſe Hints in a Note, 1 it 1 


5 would not be fair . with him, . 


- | 
. 
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Piety the beſt Portion. 9 
tends either to the making or the marring of 
him, to his Weal or his Woe, while he and his 


Partner live together. This Ordinance Was 
© inſtituted by Gor himſelf, even in the innocent 
14 88885 which does greatly augment its Dine | 


3. He ſhould well weigh the End and Deſign 
of Marriage, in the various Branches thercof. 
Man, though originally a ſocial Being, was 
alone, and his wiſe and benevolent Creator pro- 
vided, not only a meet Help for him, but in a 
meet and becoming Way, which was by a Mar- 


riage Relation, This Relation ſeems to be the 
very Foundation and Bond of human Soci iety. 


And as already hinted, Man and Wife are ap- 
pointed and adapted to be mutual Helps, and 


comfortable Supports to each other: If it was fo . 
in the perfect and innocent State, then ſuch 


Helps and Supports are very ncedful now, when 
the World is ſo full of Trouble and Sorrow. 


An agreeable and ſuitable Companion, in this 
ncar and lawful, dear and intimate Connection, 1 
will, under-the divine Bleſſing, much eaſe our 


Yoke, and alleviate our Burden, both regarding 5 


the intricate Affairs of this Life, and the inex- 


preſſibly more weighty Conceggs of Eternity. 
Therefore, i in order to o obtain this very deſirable 


End, y 


I Piety the beft Perle 


c more free from Temptations, and to ſervo 
3 and glorify Gon better i in a married State*?”' 


2. He ought to eye Marriage as an Ordinance FE 
of great Weight and Importance, A Man's . 
temporal Felicity and Comfort, with regard to 

Soul and Body, depend much upon it; for it 5 


3 The Author was likewiſe of Opinion, That if K 


a Per may live as comfortably, contentedly, and 
continently, in a ſingle State, to his Satisfaction, as 


well as if he were married, then it is rather his 
Duty to continue unmarried. He thought a Wife 
ſhould be the laſt Help, when all other Things 
could not yield that Comfort, Relief, and Satif- 1 
faction, which he hoped to enjoy in a Wife. He 
alſo looked upon Marriage as a Remedy againſt In- 
continency.— Though this is not the only Deſign, yet | 
it is, I think, one End of Marriage. See Matt. xix. 
26. 1 Cor. vii. 2. * In the Solemnization ol . 

Matrimony, eſtabliſhed in this Nation by Law, it is ; 
expreſly ſaid, That Perſons ſnould duly conſider the 


Cauſes for which Matrimony was ordained. Among 


other Things it is there ſaid, That Marriage was 
_ ordained as a Remedy againſt Sin, and io avoid For- © 

nication, that ſuch Perſons as have not the Gift of Con- 
tinency might marry, and keep themſelves undefiled Mem-. 


bers 77 Chrift”s Body. As the Author was a little 


particular in his Sentiments in the- Things, I took 
_ the Liberty to wave his Peculiarities in the Text: | 
Vet, without theſe Hints in a Ny, T thought * 
would 1 not t be fair Dealing with bim. 1 
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| tends either to the making or the marring of 
him, to his Weal or his Woe, while he and his 

Partner live together. This Ordinance was 
inſtituted by Gop himſelf, even in the innocent 


State, which does greatly augment its Dignity. 


3. He ſhould well weigh the End aid Deſign 
of Marriage, in the various Branches thercof. 
Man, though originally a ſocial Being, was 


alone, and his wiſe and benevolent Creator pro- 


vided, not only a meet Help for him, but in a 
meet and becoming Way, which was by a Mar- 
riage Relation, This Relation ſeems to be the 


very Foundation and Bond of human Socicty. 


And as already hinted, Man and Wife are ap- 
pointed and adapted to be mutual Helps, and 


comfortable Supports to each other: If it was ſo 
in the perfect and innocent State, then ſuch 


Helps and Supports are very needful now, when 
the World is ſo full of Trouble and Sorrow. 
An agreeable and ſuitable Companion, in this 


near 1 lawful, dear and intimate Connection, | 
will, under the divine Bleſſing, much eaſe our 


Yoke, and alleviate our Burden, both regarding 
the intricate Affairs of this Life, and the inex- 


preſſibly more weighty. Concerns of Eternity. 


Therefore, i in order to obtain this very deſirable 
| End, 


10 Piety the beſt Portion. 


End, a Perſon ſhould ſolemnly ponder his Steps 


before-hand, and endeavour to proceed in the 


Fear of Gop. Moreover, we may ſafely con- 
clude, that Marriage is appointed to promote 


Chaſtity and Purity in Heart and Life, as well 


as to continue the Human Race and accompliſh 

the glorious Deſigns of Gor, in an undefiled, 
: holy, and honourable Way. Where the Lox p 
is pleaſed to give Children, Father and Mother 

are carefully to train them up in the Way they 
\ ſhould go. Finally, we ought by no Means to 
forget, that Marriage is a lively and ſtriking 


Repreſentation of that great, glorious, and 
myſtical Union, ſabfiſting betwixt JESUS 


CHRIST and his own Church or People; as 


the Apoſtle obſerves, with remarkable Emphaſis, 


in Eph. v. from Verſe 23 to the End. Now if 
a Perſon does not eye the Glory of Gop, and 


his own Comfort, he is like to miſs the im- 


portant Ends and weighty Deſigns of Marriage, | 


which, in itſelf, ever was and always will be, 


Hoßtourable in all, and the Bed undefiled'*. *. 
. Man ſhould conſider wheeler he hath 


5 couſcientiouſſy obſerved and obcyed other Ordi- 


* Heb. Kili. 4. 
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nances and Inſtitutions of Gon, incumbent upon 


him, and requiſite for him to obſerve as a2 


Chriſtian; before he betakes himſelf to the great 
Concern of Matrimony. A Childof Gop ſhould. 
proceed orderly in all his Tranſactions ; for a 


good Man will guide his Affairs 1 with Diiſcretion *. a 


Every Taing is beautiful in its Seaſon. A. 


Chriſtian may create himſelf Abundance of 


Grief and Diſcontent by doing »nſeaſ-mably that 


which otherwiſe may be, not only a very juft. 
and- lawful Deed in itſelf, but his incumbent 
Duty at a proper Time, So it may be a 


Chriſtian's Duty to marry, yet he ought to 


conſider whether it be his preſent Duty, © 


at leaſt the greateſt at this 171 ime; for the 1 
ſhould give Place to the greateſt, The follow- 


ing Queries ſhould be propoſed, viz. “ Have I 


given up myſelf wholly and aniclorredly: to 
00 Gov, as my Lord and Maſter, to obey him 
in all his Laws and Inſtitutions; before vo. 


* to give up myſelf to a Wife, to ovey the 
% Laws of Matrimony? Have I taken upen 


ce myſelf the. Yoke of ChRIST, before 1 g 
5 about to take up that of Wedlock? Have I, 


» Pſalm cxii. 5. 
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12 Piety the beſt Portion. 
in a religious Manner, contracted and cove- 4 
© nanted with CHRIsT, before I preſume to do 


„ ſo with a Wife? Have I ſome Evidence, or 


<« at leaſt a well- grounded Hope that I am mar- F- 
< ried. to Jesus CHRIST, before I go to be 
married to a Woman? Am! brought to be A 
4 one of Gop's Houſhold, in a viſible, as well 
as inviſible Manner, before I pretend to be 


% myſelf an Houſholder? Have I ſet myſelf in . 


< earneſt, to build and erect the Houſe of Gop, 

and to promote the Intereſt of CHRIST, be- 1 
8 fore 1 90 to build my own Houſe, to increaſe G: 
2 my own Family, and to promote my own 2 
private Interst*?” What! Shall a Chriſtian 
iet himſelf to build his own Houſe, whil/? the. 
| LortPs 85 lie waſte f? It can never be ſaid of a 


Follower of CHRIST that he proceeds regularly ; 


to che matrimonial State, if his Care be to ſet- F 


. Author did not look upon t the Marriages at % 
the Un 2odly and Profane as any Way illegal; for 
that Relation is undoubtedly honourable, even in 
them : But his Diſcourſe is directed more immedi- 
ately to thoſe who profeſs Love to Jesus CHRIST“ a | 
Regard for the Glory of Gop, and a - Concern for A 
their own eternal Salvation. 5 


1 Hag. 1. 2, 45 5,9. 


3 
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4 Lie himſelf i in the World, before he doth ſettle 
4 Jhimſelf in the Church of Gop. 


ge 


Another Step that a Chriſtian ſhould nba, | in 
9 Jorder to proceed with due Precaution toward 
| be conjugal State is this; before he goes to 
| : ſeel a Wife, he ſhould weigh the Matter well 
in his own Breaſt, praying for divine Direction, 
that he may be able, in ſome Meaſure, to have 
his Sentiments fixed and ſettled concerning the 
1 Qualifications requiſite in the Object of his 
4 Choice; - elſe he is like to be blindfold, and ſo 
embrace the firſt that comes to Hand, or at 
Ileaſt to chuſe a Perſon very improper for him; 
and thus to meet with many Diſappointments in 
his Way. Too many Chriſtians, as well as 
+ myſelf, know, by woeful Experience, the Diſad- 
_ 3 vantage of not deliberating before hand about 
„ the Perſon to be choſen, particularly whether 
ſuhe ought to be a pious Woman or no; this 
hath been the Occaſion of much Grief to many: 
I Vea, ſuch blind Proceedings, I think, hath been 
the Cauſe of moſt, if not all the unequal Matches, 
which we ſee Abroad in the World, even among 
thoſe who profeſs Religion. Is is not juſt with 
: Gop to ſuffer that Man to meet with Croſſes 
| and Diſappointments, who goes about ſo i impor- 
tant a Buſineſs as Marriage is, without implo- 
_ ring his Direction by Prayer, and conſulting his 
ö Word, 


VW. 
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<« in a religious Manner, contracted ad cov ea - 
c nanted with CnrisT, before I preſume to do 
« ſo with a Wife? Have I ſome Evidence, or y. 
c at leaſt a well-grounded Hope that I am mar- 


cc 


ce 


6 ried to JEsus Cukler, before I go to be 
married toa Woman? Am I brought to te] 


% one of Gop's Houſhold, in aviſible, as well 
as inviſible Manner, before I pretend to be 
„ myſelf an Houſholder? Have I ſet myſelf in 2 
& earneſt, to build and erect the Houſe of Hed 

and to promote the Intereſt of CHRIST, be- 
fore I go to build my own Houle, to increaſe 
| « my own Family, and to promote my o 6 n 
e eiae Intereſt #?” What! Shall a Chriſtian 


tet himſelf to build his own Houſe, whil/t - the » 


Lord's Fg lie waſte 4 f. It can never be ſaid of a 


Follower of CHRIS that he proceeds ty þ 
to the matrimonial State, if his Care be to ſet- 


va 
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the Ungodly and Profane as any Way illegal; for 


ately to thoſe who profeſs Love to Jesus CHRIST; a 


Regard for the Glory of Gop, and a Concern for 4 


their own eternal Sa! vation. 


© h: 
that Relation is undoubtedly honourable, even in | 
them: But his Diſcourſe is directed more immedi- 
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7 le himſelf in the World, before he doth ſettle 
himſelf in the Church of Gop. 
1 # Another Step that a Chriſtian ſhould ke. i in 


Order to proceed with due Precaution toward 
the conjugal State is this; before he goes to 
«ſeek a Wife, he ſhould weigh the Matter well 
in his own Breaſt, praying for divine Direction, 


that he may be able, in ſome Meaſure, to have 


his Sentiments fixed and ſettled concerning the 


Qualifications requiſite in the Object of his 
4 Choice ; elſe he is like to be blindfold, and fo 
embrace the firſt that comes to Hand, or at 


leaſt to chuſe a Perſon very improper * him; 
Fang thus to meet with many Diſappointments i in 
[ his Way. Too many Chtiftians, as well as 
. myſelf, know, by woeful Experience, the Diſad- 


vantege of not deliberating before hand about 

the Perſon to be choſen, particularly whether 
ſhe ought to be a pious Woman or no; this 
© hath been the Occaſion of much Grief to many: 

Vea, ſuch blind Proceedings, I think, hath been 
the Cauſe of moſt, if not all the unequal Matches, 
| which we fee Abroad in the World, even among 
thoſe who profeſs Religion. Is is not juſt with 


Go to ſuffer that Man to meet with Croſſes 


. 4 and Diſappointments, who goes about ſo impor- 


0 tant a Buſineſs as Marriage is, without implo- 


= ring! his DireRion by Prayer, and conſulting his 
" 1 Word, - | 


14, Piety the beſt Portion. 
Word, by reading it W and meditating T 
thereon ? 1 er 
Marriage is, chaps: the moſt momentoul Fred 
Affair among all our ſecular ones; therefore ¶ Qui 
prudent Man ſhould act as a wiſe Maſter-Builder fices 
doth, that is, fit down and count the Coſt be- Ma 
fore he ventures "upon a Concern of ſo much Wi. 
Weight. nas | | be t 
Nov let us conſider the Qualification requi-l] 
; ſes to be found in a Perſon that is like to be a 4 
proper Helpmeet. It is vulgarly ſaid, that an 
accompliſhed one hath the five P's, viz. Portion, Ap} 
: Perſon, Parentage, Parts, and Piety. Though not 
Piety is placed in the Rear, yet I think it will the! 
not be difficult to prove, that it will over. balance? 
the other four put together; which [ ſhall at- 0 
tempt in the Compariſons following. 21 
Firſt, Portzon, or Riches. From Portion: wre 3 nen 
may expect rich Apparel, and a ſplendid Fable; l 
as it appears from the Parable of the rich Man, 
who was clothed in Purple and fine Linen, faring I 
mw 2 every Day x. And our Lonn ſaith, | r. 


1 


cately, are in Kings Cour 78 Fe Now we ſhall con- | 
ſider what will anſwer and over- balance this in 1 
Pi zety, en Riches to be wanting. ; 


. Luke: xvi. 19. IP Chap, vii. 25. — 6 
N Taue 
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n The Scripture faith, Better is a Ids of 
ulſtred therewith* . Better is a dry Morſel, and 
Quietneſs therewith, than a Houſe full of Sacri- 
el fices with Strife +. A little that a righteous 

e. Man hath, is better than the Riches of many 
Wicked f. Having Food and Raiment, let us 
be therewith content ||. The Godly ſought for. 

i. Sufficiency, but not Superfluity. Thus did Ja- f 
4 cob N; thus did Agur * X. ; 
in. Obj. But Dainties and Vatieties, ch coſtly | 
„, Apparel, are good in themſelves, and Mercies. 
ch not to be refuſed : What. is in ner to > parallel 
Il theſe ? SES 

Sol. We ſhall be no 3 from theſe Things 


ſhould not fee it meet to beſtow theſe Enjoy- 
ments upon his People; yet they have that 
which will equal, yea, far exceed them; for 
they have Meat to eat which the World is a 
g Stranger to; they have ſweeter Dainties, and 
icher Varieties to feed upon, than any Prince in 

the Univerſe can have from the Riches of this 


9 Prov, xv. 17. > From XVIL 1. 4 Pal. xxvii. 5 
F 6. + I Tim. vi. 8. 0q Gen. xxviii. 20. 7 Prov. 


| 1 5 | . therein 


N erbs where Love is, than a ſtalled Ox and Ha- 


- by proceeding in Gop's Way. But if Go I 


od; thy feed upon the Word of Gon, a and: = 


therein find ſuch a wonderful Variety of excred-| 
ſurpaſs ſo many choice Diſhes of the richeſt Pro- 


Words unto my T aſte! Yea, ſweeter than Ho- 7 
ney to my Mouth *. How remarkably doth . 


even more than his neceſſary Food. Oh; then 
how ſweet muſt it needs be! 


elegant Dreſs; no one in this World can excel 7 


dilean and white 1. The Church, and conſc- q 
gquently every individual Member thereof, is all . 


thoſe durable Riches, and that Robe of Rigbre- 
ouſneſs which the Saints enjoy even here. 


Pleaſure. This is very plain from the rich 
Slutton, who ſaid, Soul, thou ha#t much Goods | 
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ing ſweet and precious Promiſes, that they fall u 
u 


in 


viſion here. Saith David, How ſweet are thy Ble 


Job expreſs himſelf upon this Head! I have e 8 
teemed the IVards of his Mouth more than my nece;- 17 8 


/ary Food t. Food is neceſſary, but Dainties are iy 
not; yet, we ſee, he eſteemed the Word of Gop, br 


for 


Moreover, with regard to rich Apparel and 


. 


the Saints. T hey be arrayed in fine Linen, 


glorious within ; her clothing is of wrought 2 
Gold d. Surcly then all wordly Delicacies and 9 
Gaicties are weighed down to the Ground by 


Again, from Portion or Riches, we are prone 
to promiſe ourſelves much Eaſe and ſelf-gratifying 


9 1. cxix. $03. + Job xxii 12. 1 Rev. vix. 8. F. 
| 5a. xlv. 13. FFF 
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1 9 aid up for _ Years.; take thine Eaſe, cat, drink, 
Aud be merry K. This was the Caſe with Sodom, 
— ulneſs of Bread, and Abundance of Idleneſs was 
„in her +. Though this be pleaſant to Fleſh and 
Blood, yet generally it is hurtful : Herein So- 
lmon's Words are verified; There is a ſore Evil 
which I have ſeen under the Sun; namely, 
- - Riches kept for the Owners thereof to their 
| Hurt t. We may flatter ourſelves, that if our 
- Riches will abound, our Eaſe will abound in 
* Proportion, but in Fact it is quite the reverſe, 
for the Abundance of the Rich will not ſuffer 
4 bim to ſleep; neither ſhall he that loveth Silver 
1 be ſatisfied with Silver; nor he that loveth 
* Abundance with Increaſe : When Goods in- 
creaſe, they are increaſed that eat them g. 
But to make the utmoſt of it, ſuppoſe the 
Rich ſhould be whollv at Eaſe, and an entire 
Stranger to the common Straights of Life; hath 
Piech any Thing to anſwer this Conmnicncy.d 
Let the Scripture ſpeak : The Ways of Wiſ- 
dom, or Piety, are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
Ther Paths are Ponce |. "The Sleep, of the la- 
bouring Man is ſweet, whether he eat little or 
much; when it is not ſo with the Rich C. The 
1 Man may ſay, with David, I will both 
Luke xii. 19. + Ezek. xvi. 49. t Eccl. v. 13. 
x . 10, 11,12. e iii. 17. A Eccl. 5. 13. 
: . 5 Fe lay 


„ 


1 Delight is in the Lo of the Lokp, and his | 


bl that they are but Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. But Sw 
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lay me down in Peace and fleep; for thou do th 
Lord only makeſt me dwell in Safety . The# Men 
Way of Piety is very fafe, but the Way of Mill“ 
| Riches ſlippery and dangerous +. s is the F. 
__ _ Saint's Burden, and not his Pleaſure. He had gene 
rather be up and doing, than lie dormant. His W. 


Wy 
N 
"8 | 
BY 


Commandments ar Hot grievous to him. Oh but 
ſweet riety! it hath the Freferance here like. y 
: wiſe, | | < 
| F 3 a ch Pertion may promote one 
5 to a high Poſt and Dignity. This, at firſt View, dne 
is very taking to Fleſh and Blood; yet there is 4 | 
no ſolid and real Satisfaction to be found in the F 
higheſt worldly Honour and Dignity ; for we 
have the repeated Teſtimony of the wiſe Man, oft 


fuppoſing high Preferments might yield ſome th 
real Pleaſure and Satisfaction for a Time; yet the 
Piety hath enough and more than enough to 
counter-balance and out-weigh the whole. All 
rꝛhoſe that are poſſeſſed of true Piety, are Fellow- 
| Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houſhold of I q 
God t. They are made by JEsus une * 
Kings and Priefts §; yea, they are at preſent a #*' 
royal Fee ||, and ſhall hereafter be referred 


* Pal. iv. 6. + Pal. lxxiii. 18. 1 8 ii. 19. 
ven 6. | l 1 Pet. ii. 9. 


1 


ve 
: t 8 
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u 3 tc that wonderful Dignity of being Judges of 
le Men and Angels“. Then we ſee that Piety 
of. ill hath the Pre- eminence. 
je Finally, Thoſe whoſe Riches abound have 
d | generally their Pages to attend, and Servants to 
is Wait; ; oy hive In FP and Splendor. Yet 


F 


.. are the Attendants and Servants of all thoſe who 
« mbrace and admire F It is avg known | 


one Night in the Aſſyrian Sen gg Hundred 
is and Fourſcore and Five Thoufand Men; brave 


0 oo ot all the poder: Eee Spirits, ſent forth : 
q to miniſter for them who ſhall be Heirs of Sal- 


h but carries the Bell Rill ; for the ele Angels” — 


ation}? With regard to the Splendor and 


f i quirors of the Saints, Gop himfelf doth: bear 

r| them on Eagles Wings &, and doth charge his 
Angels to keep them in all their Ways, leſt they 

1 | f ould daſh their Foot againſt a Stone || ; for | 


. 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. Tal. xxxiv. 7. 7 Heb. 1.14. 
8 9 Exod. xix. 4 Paal. xc. 11, 12. 


| C VF 
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they ſhall run and not be weary 3 ; ey ſhall | the 
walk and not faint«æx. and 
Secondly, the next P, is B A comely| Jev 
Perſon is deſirable, and very attractive to engage Sw 
the Affections. The Scripture doth often take Dit 
Notice of the Patriarchs Wives, for their tha 
Beauty. Abraham's Wife was a fair Woman to N 
look upon; yea very fair, and therefore ſhe was : | abi 
_ commended before Pharaoh + ; Iſaac's Wife alſo def 
vas fair to look upon t; therefore he loved her, pre 
and ſported with her. Rachael, Jacob's Wife, Ch 
was beautiful and well- favoured 8, ſo he loved | Sp 
her better than Leah, who was tender-eyed. of 
Abigail, whom David took to Wife, was of ch 
a beautiful Countenance | : And Exzefiel's Wife 1 
is called, The Deſire cf his Eyes 4. Nothing | for 
could attract his Eyes but Beauty. But not- | de, 
withſtanding all this, the Chriſtian ſhould not be 
aim chiefly at Beauty, nor any Thing in the Ci 
Body; for that is not eſſential to a ood: Wife; an 
becauſe it may be ſoon gone, and vaniſh away; cl: 
then the good Man ſhould aim at ſomething | . 
more valuable and permanent. Let us hear what 
{ Solomon faith in this Matter, Favour is deceitful, P- 
and Beauty 1 13 vain ; but a Woman chat feareth G 27 


*Ifa, _ 31. + Gen. xii, 11, 14, 16. t Chap. th 
Xxvi. 7, 8. Chap. XXIX, F7. a I Sam. XXV. 3. \ 
5 1 Exck. XIV. 16. 4 


A 
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£ the LoRD, ſhe ſhall be praiſed *, How vain 
and frivolous is Beauty without Virtue! . 
| Tewel of Gold (faith the Holy Spirit) in a 
Swinc's Snout, ſo is a fair Woman without 
© Diſcretion. A Swine will be but a Swine ſtill, 
though all over gilt with Gold. 5 
| Natural Beauty, as already 3 is agrec- 
| able enough; but if a gracious Perſon ſhould be 
| 7 deficient therein, yet ſhe hath that which is far 
2 preferable ; for, being a vital Member of the 
Church of CHRIST, ſhe is all fair, there is no 
Spot in her f. She is renewed after the Image 
of Curisr t, who is white and ruddy, the 
| chiefeſt among Ten Thouſand, yea altogether 
lovely. Where can ſuch excellent Beauty be 
„found? This Beauty is perfect, not vain and 
| deceitful like that which is natural. This will 
t be always freſh and vigorous. As long as 
> } CHRIST hath Beauty, every Believer hath it, 
and that will be for ever. Oh then! let us pro- 
claim that Piety i is the moſt _ and durable 
Beauty. | | 
Z Thirdly, Parentage comes next to be com- 
„ ßpared. To be of noble and honaurable Birth 
I and Deſcent is deſireable indeed, David ſaid, 
0 Who am I? and what is my Life, or my Fa- 
Jther's Family in Iſrael? that I ſhould be Son-in- 


Fe FOO Xxxi. 50. + Cant. iv. 85 1 Col. iii. 10. : 


22 1 
law to the King. We find that it pleaſed David 

well to be the King's Son-in-Law “. 
art thou O Land when thy King is the Son of 


even in this. 


Way and Manner. 
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Bleſſed 


Nobles. Yet real Happinefs doth not conſiſt 


F ourthly, The fourth P, is Parts. 


A graceful Behaviour,*an elegant De- 
But a pious 


Faſhion of the World, yet in a far preferable 


— 


High Birth is not fo ſweet a Cup 
aãs to be free from all Bitterneſs ; nay the Bitter- |) 
neſs doth often exceed the Sweetneſs thereof. I 
' ſhall have Occaſion in the Sequel to exemplify i? 
this ſufficiently in David and Slomrn, and to 
obſerve that Piety is of the molt noble Deſcent. Y 
This is 
25 undoubtedly a very commendable Quality i in a 
Wife. 
portment, and, in ſhort, good natural Parts, P 
poliſh'd and refin'd by proper Education, are 
* exceeding agreeable in a Partner. 
Woman hath theſe, in a very eminent Manner; 
though perhaps not exactly after the Mode and 


As for the Behaviour of 


the Pious, it is with Simplicity, and godly Sin- 


2 Sam. xviii. 18, 26, + 2 Cor. i. 12. 
| N. 2. rb. iv. 15. | 


nverfation in 


cerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the 
Grace of God, they have their 
| the World 1. As for their Eloquence, they 
ſpeak the Truth from their Heart 1; and in 
Love 5. With regard to their Education, they * 


1 Pf. | 


are 


Piet the bet Portion. 23 


are the molt Learned in the World; for they 5 

have been taught by the beſt of Maſters, even 

by Gop himſelf“; and who teacheth like 
him t. Gop, by his Spirit, doth teach them 
the Truth as it is in JEsVus f. They have 
been taught to ſpeak to Gop, and for him. 
5 T hey have been taught t pray unto Gop upon 
1 all Occaſions; to give Glory to him, and ſet 
1 forth his Praiſes ; 3 yea to declare what the LORD 
bath done for their Souls; which is more than 
any unregenerate Perſon in the World can do. 
If they can addreſs the Moſt High, and praiſe 


12 


him; why may they not, as far as it is meet, 
1 addref their Fellow-Mortals ? In 2 Sam. vi. 20. 
ve have Michal's Addreſs to King David; ſhe 
was a King's Daughter, but no great Friend of 
Piety. Alſo in 1 Sam. xxv. 24, Cc. we find an 
© Addreſs made by a Perſon of an inferior Rank in 
the World, even Abigail; but ſhe was a prudent 
and pious Woman; it is eaſy to conclude which 
of the two Addrefſes was the moſt ſolid and 
Z agreeable, If we read the Hiſtory of Ruth, and 
conſider alſo the 31{t Chapter of Proverbs with 
Care, we ſhall find that the virtuous Woman 
= openeth her Mouth with Wiſdom, and that in 
Y | her Tongue is the Law of Kindneſs. Theſe are 
I. * Iſa. liv. IF John vi. 45.7 Job xxxvi. 22. 
| 3 1 Eph. iv. 21; | Hh 
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ff excellent Parts; why then ſhould we _ deſpiſe. In 
the pious and virtuous, becauſe they do not tb 
know how, or perhaps do not chuſe, to walk 1 in v 

a vain ſhew *. 9 
Hlaving thus ee e the four P's in the CL 
| moſt advantageous Light, I think it appears very th 

plain, that the fifth doth excel all the reſt, and | 

is the moſt valuable Qualification in a Wife, I 75 


5 i 5 though the others were but ſcanty ; ; for this alone 7] th 


" hath each of thoſe pertaining to it in a' ſpiritual . Bi 
Senſe, as above noted; ſo that it is the beſt A. 
Part, and the one Thing abſolutely neceſſary. j L. 
In ſhort, though it be deſpicably placed in the 45 
Rear, as we are too prone to diſdain ſpiritual F 2 
f Things, which are certainly the moſt valuable; 4 7 
yet our bleſſed LorD hath commanded us to ſeek | © we 
 fir/t the Kingdom of Gop, promiſing that all no 
other Things ſhould be added unto us. no 
Oh, how blameable moſt Men are in this! Se 
They ſet Piety laſt, and ſometimes afford it no © thi 
Room at all; when in Truth, it is the moſt an 
0 eſteemable Gem under Heaven, even of more Ca 
Worth than all the-World, and the whole that G. 
it contains. It is true, Piety oftentimes hath Bo 
not much in Hand. What then? It hath rich lis 
Treaſures in Store, and in very ſufficient Hands, ra 
: who can never be numbered among: Bankrupts ; 3 thi 


Rl nn, ss be 
| no, Hin 
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no, there is enough at command always, upon 
the leaſt Notice, to ſupply every Teal Neceſlity | 
| wherever Grace requires it. As a Proof hereof, 
= we may produce a few of the very numerous Se- 
curities, each of which is more ſure "IF far than 
„ the Bank of England. e | 
' | a Our firſt ſhall be x Tim. iv. 8 Golla, i 18 
r ofitable unto all Things, having promiſe of the Life 


{ that now is, and of that which is to come. A large 


— www Ty ww 


7 Aida eine 3 in the World can ever caſt up. 
Little do we think that Piety is ſuch a Fortune 
as indeed ſhe is. But further, let us conſider, 
18 2 xxxiv. 10. The young Lions do lack, and ſuf- - 
© fer Hunger; but they that ſeek the Lord, ſhall not 


not any good Thing! Need we any more? Is 
not here as much as Heart can,wiſh ? Is not the 
Security ſufficient ? But for further Satisfaction, 
o this, and many more, is executed over again, 
& and ratified in 2 Cor. i. 20. For all the Promiſes 
e God in him are yea, and in him amen. Here 
it Go doth, as it were, put a new Seal to the 
h Bond. Wonderful Condeſcenſion indeed! This 
his a laſting and comprehenſive Bond. What we 
8, brave of this World, we may quickly loſe; but 
; this is an inexhauſtible Fountain; it can never 
be drawn dry; nay, its Fulneſs can never be 
Himiniſhed. Oh then ! let Piety for the future, 


Bill indzed! It contains more than all the 


want any good Thing! O! amazing! what! 


26 
be placed in the Front, by all chat have any 
The Scripture is the Bcliever's | 
Charter ; there you-find his Privileges ; the Pro- 
miſes made to the Chriſtian, in that Book, are 
very numerous; 3 you my. ſee a few more in the 
Margin 1 
To conclude this Head, the Children of God 7 
hive the ſureſt and moſt direct Title, even to 
the Things of Time, as they are Joint-Heirs W r 
with CHRIST who poſſeſſeth all Things. . 
the Ungodly may have a legal Right to their 5 
cearthly Poſſeſſions, yet even their "plowing is 
ſaid to be Sin f. Of the Saints it is ſaid, that b 
the World, Life, Death, Things preſent, and 40 
Things to come, nay, that all is theirs. Then, 


= Regard for her. 
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3 xt 4 
— , 4 
> + 2 — * 


ay 
PS 4 
Hye 

a 


1 hope, every thoughtful Perſon will be ready to C 


Join me, and allow, or even aſſert Piety to be 
the beſt Portion, and the moſt compleat and 5 
comprehenſive Qualification. 1 

As the conjugal State is ſo important, and yet 5 
wo ſeldom duly conſidered in Time, I will pro- 
|  cced a few Steps further, for my own Advan- 7 

tage; and if it might be of any real Service to 
my Fried, E ſhould _ I would obſerve, | : 


VE Prov. iii, 13. &c. Chap. xxii. 4. Pſal. xxxiii. 18, 
109. and xxxvii. 19. 
5 21, oy 23. | 


1 Prov. xxi. 4 


Firſt, 


4. 11 Cor. i. 


V 
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Firſt, Some Reaſons why a true Chriſtian 
; | ought not to marry an ungodly Perſon. 
| Secondly; The evil Conſequences and Diſad- 
vantages thence ariſing. 


q theſe, | 
1. There is a Diſagreeablenef and Ce 
riety in their Diſpoſition. It was the Diſagree- 


r 
$ 

t 2 by a beneficent Conſtitution, he was appointed 
1 


nion over the whole World *; yet in all the 
; I'Y 


7 lated, and ſo cloſely united to him, as was requi- 


to Adam; he viewed them, and gave them 
Names; but ſtill he was alone; for he was of a 
higher and nobler Rank than they all, There- 
fore it was neceſſary for him to have one of his 
6 g own Species, Rank, and Diſpoſition, to hold 

| e and Fellowſhip with himſelf +. 
„ Now with Regard to a pious Man in this 


Gen. i. 26. 7 Chap. ii. 18. to Ver. 24. 


PFirſt, T he Reaſons why ua true Chriſtian 
ought not to marry an ungodly Terſen, are 


ableneſs in Nature, that rendered all the Crea- 
tures unmeet for Adam. He wanted a Helpmeet, 
for it was not good for him to be alone, though 


2 -Gov's Vice-girent here below, and had Domi- | 


Creation, though ſo ini, there was not 
found one Creature that could be ſo nearly re- 


3 ſite. All the Creatures upon Earth were brought 


World, it is not beſt always for him to be alone. 


„„ oO Wo 


n == 
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Wo to bim that is alone, ſaith Solomon ; ; there- to 


fore he wants a Helpmeet, or 
O. Why may not a godly Man take any] or 
Woman for an Helpmeet, as Adam did Eve ? A 


Sol. It is by Reaſon of the Diſagreeableneſs, W i 
as above obſerved. Some think that an ungodly 21 
Perſon is almoſt as unfit to be a Helpmeet for one 
that is godly, as one of the irrational Creatures“ 
 wolttd have been for Adam. This at firſt may 
appear harſh, but when it is weighed with Coo!- : 
neſs and Sobriety, it may not appear fo uncouth; 
for there 1s an implacable Enmity between 

them x. An unjuſt Man is an Abomination to- 
the Juſt; and he that is upright in the Way, is 
Abomination to the Wicked 4. He that is born 
After the Fleſh, will perſecute him that is born 

after the Spirit f. The Friendſhip of the World 

is Enmity with God; and the World hateth the 
People of Gop $. Except there be an Union 
of Mind or Soul, there cannot be true Love. 
Real Affection is beautifully exemplified in Da- 
did and Jonathan: The Soul of Jonathan was 
knit with the Soul of David, and Jonathan loyed Þ 
him as his own Soul |, There cannot be 2 


nearer Union here below, than that which ought % 
70 * Gen. iii. 1 5: + Prov. xxix. 27. 1 Gal. iv. | 
9 Jam. iv. 4. 1 xv. 19. . 1 Sam. 
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one Mind; for if they love each other on the 


Accaunt of Riches, Beauty, &c. theſe may be 
* ſon loſt, and then their Love will cool. Take 


away the Cauſe, the Effect muſt ceaſe, Conju- 


ul Love ſhould be upon = better Foundation; 
bi it can never be right betwixt a grecious and 
n graceleſs Soul; for what Fellowſhip hath 
Righteouſneſs Win Unrighteouſneſs? What 
Communion hath Light with Darkneſs? What 
Concord hath Cnnisr with Belial? What Part 
hath he that believeth with an Infidel s. | 
2. Gon hath ſeparated or ſet apart the Godly, | 
as a People diſtinct from the World 4. What 


Gop hath divided, let no Man attempt: to join. 


| That the Church, or the Godly, and the World, | 
or the Ungodly are ſeparate Parties we have inti- þ 
mated to us as early as Ges. vi. 2, Sc. where the 


Breach of Gop's Order, relating to tack diſtinct 
Bodies, 'is likewiſe mentioned. After the Flood, 


the Church was continued chiefly in the Poſterity 
of Shem, till Abraham's Time; then his Secd 
was fix'd upon, /choſen and ſeparated from all 


other Nations, by Gop himſelf, to be his pecu- = il 
| lar People, till the Coming of CHRIST. Ever 
ſince the Aſcenſion of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, 


2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. + Pfal. iv. 3. 


to ſubſiſt between Man and Wife. As they are 
one Fleſh, they jhould be one Spirit, and of 


FP es ES 


a 
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all thoſe who are called by the Grace of Gon, the 
are his Church, be they Jews or Gentiles. His i fer 
Church is a Body of People, choſen and col- tin 
lected out of the World, of which CHAIST is lo) 
1 the Head; of whom it is thus ſaid, ye were of TM 
ww. the Wor 2 the Morld would love his own ; but be- ; mi 
Wo cauſe ye are not of the World, but I have cheſon yu th 
lis out of the World; therefore the IVorld hateth you ; C 
and again, / have manifeſted thy Name unto 1 th 
Men which thau gavgſi me out of the World, ---the ge 
Morld hath hated them, becauſe they are not of the th 
World 4. And becauſe they are not of the | h 
World, the HoLy Spalt commands them not = 
to conform to this World. One grand Deſign, 2 IT 
the Sox of Gop had in View when he appeared 1 ne 
in the Fleſh, was to redeem, from the reſt, a th 
peculiar People to himfelf, diſtinct from the th 
World t. Therefore we find tac Bleſſed Spirit, 3 N 
expreſly and ſtrictly, commanding the People of | th 
God to ſeparate themſelves from the World; ne 
| Wherefore come out from among them, and be q Ir 
pe ſeparate ſaith the LoRD S. Now if GOD & pl 
| hath choſen his People, and ſet them apart from D q 
the World; if CarisT came to purchaſe to h 
_ himſelf a Church to ſerve him in a ſeparate State. 14 
from the Warld i and if the HoLyY GHOST bids h 

John xv. 19. I Chap. xvii, 6, 14, 15, 16. 

˖ Th: 1 11. 14. 1 1 Pet, 3 ii. 3 15 C2 Cor. vi. 17- 
. them 
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them to come out from among the Wicked, to 
ſerve and acknowledge Gop, as a People dit 
tinct from the Ungodly ; then it naturally fol- 


© lows, that it is very ſinful in the Church, or any 


Member thereof, to join themſelves to, or inter- 
mix themſelves with the World, or any Branch 
thereof, in Marriage; for this is the neareſt 
2 Conjunction that can be betwixt them. Oh 
then, that the Children of Gop would keep to- 
+ gether, and not wilfully mix themſelves with | 
the World! In this Things touch not, taſte not, 
handle not. 5 
3. Gop hath expreſly forbidden fuck Matches, 
Take heed to thyfelf, leaſt thou make a Cove- 
' nant with the Inhabitants of the Land whither 
thou goeſt, leſt it be a Snare unto thee, when 
thou take of their Daughters unto thy Sons *. 
Neither ſhalt thou make Marriages with them, 
thy Daughter ſhalt thou not give unto his Son, 
nor his Daughter ſhalt thou take unto thy Son +. 
In the New Teſtament, the HoLy Grosr, in 
plain Terms, prohibits his People to be une- 
_ 2 qually yoked together with Unbelievers 1; and 
he limits their Marriage to be only in the LoR D S. 


Then ſince the Logd hath ſo plainly forbidden 


maus People to mingle themſelves with the World 
= Exod. xxxiv. 12, 16. + Deut. vii. 3. FI 2 Cor. 


vi. + 3 1 Cor. vii. 39. 


by 
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by Marriage, how durſt any one of them tranſ- W hi 
greſs the Command that is fo explicit? Let not M 
WW — their Heart be divided between the Church and al. 
the W orld in this — leſt oy. be found Nu 
0 faulty *. 5 1 
4. The People of God in all Ages (eſpecially = w 
the moſt eminent for Picty) took great Care to ut 
prevent and reform ſuch mixed Matches. With V 
Regard to the firſt, we have an Inſtance in Abra- 5 28 
| Avon, the Father of the Faithful. His Care and ne 
Coxcern to prevent the miſmatching of his Son, m 
was remarkable and examplary. He took an 5 pi 
Oath of his chief Servant, the Ruler of his = N 
Houſe, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not take a Wife p: 
unto my Son of the Daughters of the Candanites, oi 
amongſt whom I dwell ; but thou ſhalt go unto t! 
my Country, and to my Kindred, and take a a 
Wife unto my Son Iſaac +. Her a Preſident o 
given by the Friend of Ged. Again, ſee what 
; Care Tſaac and Rebekah took of their Son Jacob. v 
And Rebekah ſaid to {ſaac, I am weary of my f 
Life, becauſe of the Daughters of Heth; if Fa- 
cob take a Wife of the Daugliters of Heth, ſuch i o 
as theſe, which are of the Daughters of the mn 
Land, what good ſhall my Lite do me. Again, 1: 
| Tſaac called Jace, and bleſſod him, 9 charged 


» Hol. x, 2. + Gen. Xkiv. 3. T Chap, C 
% - .. 4 4 o | 
„„ dx . * 


d 


* 


Wife of the Daughters of Canaan *, We find | 
E alſo the Care and Concern of Manoah and his 
Wife +, about their Son Samſon. | 


3 


him, and ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt not take a 


With Regard to Reformation in this Affair, 


vhat Grief and Trouble did theſe unlawful and 
| unequal Matches cauſe in the Time of Ezra and 
| Nehemiah, thoſe great Reformers of Religion ! | 

as well as to thoſe concerned therein t! Had it 

not been a fin, theſe pious Men had not taken ſo 
much Care and Pains to reform it. The Apoſtle 
puts in a Caveat againſt ſuch unequal yoking §. 


Nov ſince the Elders who obtained a good Re- 


1 the Footſteps of the Flock. 


5. Another Reaſon why a true Chriſtian ; 


ought not to marry an ungodly Perſon, is, 


Secondly, The eval Conſequences and Piſad- 
| vantages thence ariſing. Some of which are theſe 
following. | 


1. One 3 Confecurnce we de pointed 


| out to us, even before the Flood; for it is inti- 
Z mated to be the procuring Cauſe of the univer- 


ſal Deluge, i in which all Mankind | were over- 


| * Gen. Xxviii. 5 ec. + Jude. xiv. 1Ezra, 
Chap. ix, and x. Neh. xii. leon.” F 1 Cor. 
Vil. 39. 2 Cor. vi. 14 1. 
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 whelmed, 3 


port by Faith, have given us ſuch Preſidents, we | 
| ought to imitate them, for we are bid to follow 
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whelmed, and even deſtroyed, Noah and his Sas 


| following i it *. 


the Daughter of Ehn the Hittite; which was | 


| Rebekah intimates her Anxiety left Jacob ſhould | 


ſome indeed 8. Many tender-hearted Parents 
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many Dangers in marrying an ungodly Perſor:. | 


Family only excepted, The Church, called MLif 
the Sons of God, mixed itſelf with the ungodly | Fri 


N orld, ſtil'd the Daughters of Men; therefore che 
it was juſt with God to overthrow both in the be 


ſame common Calamity. As they were Parta- ro 
kers in Sin, ſo they ſhould be in the Plagues Pa! 
Moreover, theſe Matches, pro- . of 
duced Monſters in Body, as well as in Wicked- Hing 
neſs +, as a further Token of Gop's B qr 
ſure ; and it is remarkable, that we read of no 


righteous Perſons in all this wicked Brood and | * 


gigantine Race: e 
It is generally a Grief and Sorrow to pious | Sol 
Parents. It is ſaid of Eſau, that he was forty | tro 
Vears old, when he took to Wife Judith the the 


Daughter of Beeri, the Hittite, and Baſbemath, 


Grief of Mind unto Iſaac, and to Rebekah 1. 


follow his Brother's Example, and if that ſhould | ; 
be the Caſe, that her Life niuſt be very burden- 8 


have felt the ſame Anxiety, and Grief of Mind, Wo, 

3. The Chriſtian will run the Hazard of ot 
tn 
Rev. xviii. 4. + Gen vi. 2, 4. f Chap. xxvi. 
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amſon loſt his Eyes and Liberty, yea, even his 
ife, by the Means of his Wife, who was a 
# ang» to the Phili/tines, and more faithful to 
them than to her own Huſband *. It ſeems to 
: bc a Judgment upon him for proceeding contrary 
Ito the Will of Gor, and the Advice of his 
| Parents, It looks as if he had married each 
- 1 of his Wives, more out of Fancy, than accord- | 
- ing to ſolid Judgment. She pleaſeth me well . | | 
- Y That was his Reaſon why he turned aſide. Ahab bi 
D was led on to his Idolatry, and to ſhed innocent |} 
1 Blood, by his cruel and impious Wife, who was |} 
the Daughter of the idolatrous Zidonian King f. 
| the wiſeſt of mere Men, was S 
rom the Worſhip of the true Gop to Idols, 
though carefully educated by his pious Parents; 
> was his Father's Son, and only Beloved in 
the Sight of his Mother §. He prayed fervently _ 
to Go at the Dedication of the Temple. Goo 
N appeared to him twice ; and” he had long and 
app Experience of the gracious Dealing of the 
true Gop. But notwithſtanding all theſe Ad- 
antages, it came to paſs, when Salomon was 
old, that his Wives turned away his Heart after 
| other Gods ; and his Heart was not perfect with 
tne Lon p his Gop, as was the Heart of David 
0 Judg. xvi. 5, &c. + Judg. xiv. 3. 11 Kings 
xi. 31. Chap. xxi. 7s 14 6 Prov. iv. „ 
1 „ | his 
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his Father. For Salomon went after Aßptoretb, 4. 
the Goddeſs of the Zidonians, and _— Milcom, 3 P 

the Abomination of the Ammanites ® Did not Z 
Solomon, King of {jrael, fin by theſe Things? 1 | 
Yet among many Nations was there no King 55 

like him, who was beloved of Gon, and Gb * 
made him King over all Jſrael; nevertheleſos, . 
| even him, did outlandiſh Women cauſe to ſin +, 3 
+ The Remorle and Rezret that muſt follow 2 725 
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; Man, may thus reflect upon whe i is $I 2-66 «My | Ine 
Foke-F ellow is not a Helpmeet for me; | uc 
did not proceed according to divine Direction, Ne 
but choſe for myſelf, and Goa left me to in 
& myielf: 1 muſt now eat of the Fruit of WA 7 : 
« own Way, and often lye down in Sorrow. I der 
did not marry in Faith; for the Word of | be 
Faith did not juſtify me therein ; ; and what- the 
„ ſoever is not of Faith, is Sin tf. Therefore 1 

« cannot expect the Bleſſing of Gop upon my 
% Wedding, and } now muſt needs be in great 
Anxiety about my Offspring. The Lorp 
* promileth to bleſs and multiply his People, 
and cven to blefs the Fruit of the Womb; 
s yet it is when they keep his Commandments, 4 
T . do them §. 1 cannot bleſs and praitc : 
1 Kings xi. 4+ 5. 1 Neh. xiii. 26. t Rom. xiv. 10 
23. Heb. xi. 6. y Deut. vii 2, 3 12, 13. 
OY”. Gos 
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have not regarded divine Rules, 1 cannot fay 


„ aimed at the Glory of Gop in it, as we 
d ought to do in all Things 4.“ 
5. The numerous: Diſadvantages that one 


9 tome of them; 


Wc may be ſuppoſed to ſtand in after Marriage, 
; Buch as Wife, Mother, Miſtreſs, Friend, and 
Neighbour, the will be deficient, yer probably, 


15 in each of them. 


1 As a Wirk.  Samfon's impious Wiſe was 
1 very treacherous, as already obſerved. The 
: | Heart of a godly Perſon, cannot. ſafely truſt in 
the Ungodly 9; No, if the good Man ſhould 
1 q ant Advice in any Caſe, his Wife will he apt 
to give him evil Counſel. A corrupt Tree c an- 
t. 


Li Hot bring forth good Fruit; and who can bring 


D | # r.give a clean Thing out of an unclean ? net. 
d Wpne. So that inſtead of ſuch good Counts, a8 


; Prudent Abigail gave to David i, and he might 


5 have 8 from a good Wife, ne may fear 
le | 
25 * Prov. xvlii. 22. and Xix. 14. 1 Cor. vii 39. 


Shep. . 31. 5 Prov, XXXIi- II. 4-2 n. 
XV. 23, &c. | 


4 WIS "17 8 his 


« Gon for my Wife, as me is not the Gift of 
„ Gon, nor allowed by his Word &. As: I 


that I have Te in the LORD: nor that 


may expect from an ungodly Wite. Theſe are 


f ſhe 1 18 conſidered in i the ſev al Relations | 
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” his Wife's Counſel will not be ſafe, but too q 


much reſemble that of Jezebel to her Huſband , 


or that which Job had from his imprudent,, 4 
Counſellor +. The Evil Counſel of an impious| | 


Wife, will be more apt to corrupt a pious Huſ-! 
F 


band, eſpecially in a Time of Temptation, than 
his good Advice will be to convert her. In 


Scripture, I cannot recollect, that ever we find a 


Wife converted by her Huſband ; but more chan 
once we hear of the Huſband corrupted by his 
unconverted Wife. 


© cious Woman are. A Perſon in a natural State, 


can only love from natural Motives, and oficall : 


very ſlender indeed. Michal loved David ; but, 


Again, a gracious Man can- 
not expect that a graceleſs Woman, can love him 
from a right Principle; nor can her Affections 
be founded upon a good Bottom, as thoſe of a gra. L 


| 


b 


I dare ſay, it was not for his Grace; but either q ul 


as he was a comely Perſon, an eloquent Man, a 
ſucceſsful Warrior, or ſomething of that Nature. 


8 
4 1 


Wie have no Reaſon to conclude, that ſhe bad 80 


any Experience of the Grace of Gop in her 
own Soul; and as ſhe was ignorant of that, Na- 


ture muſt be the Subject and Object of her Love. 
Nature is mutable, and ſo was her Affection; 
for when ſhe ſaw him Os influenced by f 


t Sau. ; 


"M-Þ 1 Kings xxi. 7. 
"a 


+ Job ii. 9. 
20. 


5 Grace, 


YH 


ar 


Il 3 


17 G&> 


IN 


= a: MM 6 


Piety the beſt Portim. 39 
| G zruce, praiſing and glorifying Gop with all his 
Might, ſhe deſpiſed him in her Heuart*; ſne 


t T | fcoffed and reproached him. A godly Woman 


© hath two Knots to faſten her Love to her Huſ- 


band, more than the ungodly one hath. She 


> hath, not only the Band of natural Affection to 
1 engage and oblige her Love to him; but ſhe is 
likewiſe under the Conſtraints of the Word of 
; Gop, and the Grace implanted in her Heart by 
is the HoLyY SPIRIT. Iheſe are three Bands for 
one, and a threefold Cord, is not eafily broken. 


The pious Woman hath natural Affection as 


3 well as the other, for Grace teacheth her, not 
_ to marry any one, except ſhe loves his Perſon, as 
well as his Principles and Practice; but ſhe hath 
alto ſupernatural or ſpiritual Live to her Huſ- 


t, 2 band ; flowing from a divine Principle, and fix'd 
er 1 upon valuable Objects, even the Graces of the 


int in her Huſband, and the Fruit of it ap- 
pearing in his Life; and not only- ſo, but the 


i Scripture doth enjoin her to love and obey her 
9 Huſband; ſhe takes Notice of God's Inſtitution 


er 
. 


A a doh) "OD 
e 


and Command, therefore her Love and Obedi- 
> ence, is out of a pure Conſcience, and in the 
Fear of Gop. After this Manner, in the old 
Time, the holy Women allo, who truſted in 
Gor, poorer themſelves, being in Subjection 
20 2 Sam. vi. 14, 16, 20, 21. 


2 2 „„ to 
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to their own Huſbands; even as Sarah, who | 


obeyed Abraham, calling him, Lord *. I Boy a 
it as unto the LORD FTF. 


As a MorHER. In this Relation, ſhe will 


rather hinder, than affiſt her Hufband in the ver y 
important Duty of educating his Children in a 
religious Manner, bringing them up in the Nur 


ture and Admonition of the Lok p, as he is com- 
manded to dof, Her ill Example, and pernici- 


ous Inſtructions, will have a ſtrong T endency 
to influence the Children, ſo that they may ſoon 


33 — RG 
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"imbibe their Mother's erroneous Principles. No 


doubt but ſhe will think her own Way the beſt; 


therefore it is to be expected, that ſhe will en- 
deavour, rather than water, to eradicate thoſe 
good Principles, which the conſcientious Father 


hath attempted to plant in their Minds; or at 


leaſt, that ſhe will mingle her Wood, Hay, and 
Stubble; with his Gold, Silver, and precious 1 
Stones: So there muſt needs be a Mixture and 
» Confuſion. It is natural to ſuppoſe, that this 
will cauſe the Children, one while to imitate b 
the Father, and at other Times the Mother; V 
like their Prethren, who ſpake half in the Speech 7 


of Aſpclo, which was their Mother's Tongue, 
and could not ſpeak in the Fews Language, 


which was their Father's, but they ſpokes ac- | 


1 Pet. il, 5, 6, +Eph. v. 22. f Chap. vi. 4. 


cording | 
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0 |? cording to the Language of each People x. Or 
„like thoſe who could pronounce SUA Plain 
7 enough, but not the Shibboleth +, The Educa- | 


| t on of Children in a proper Manner, is a very 4 
y $ important Point, attended with many LDifficul- ö 
1 | tics. Happy the Parents who join heartily and : 

prudently in that weighty Work, Oh, how | 
-| unhappy it is where both Parents neglect ij!!! j 
and where. but one is concerned in it, and the 9 
7 | other careleſs, it is even then miſerable with a | 
1 Witneſs. If the People of Gop knew experi- 


3 mentally the Importance of this Work, while 
3 they are ſingle, it is to be hoped they would be 
-j# more thoughtful in chuſing cheir Conſorts, than 
+ | many of them ſeem to be. 
r | AsaMisTRess, Here again, the good Man will 
t be at a great Loſs; he ſhall have a Thorn in his 
| Fside, nay, to ſpeak plain, in his Heart, Does 
he contrive how to ſet up good Order in his I'a- 
| mily? He may promiſe himſelf no Afiſtance, 
3 3 from his Wife, but Reſiſtance; his Rules ſhall. 
ebe deſpiſed and ſlighted. Is he for diſcouraging, 
. LV i ice? She will indulge it, and wink at it; nay, 
by her Example, ſhe will encourage it, aud 
„ probably by Words too. Is he for chuſing th pc: 
„ who walk in a perfect Way to ſerve him? She 
- | will be for thoſe of another Kidney, Corrupt 

ch. xiii. 23, 24. + Judg. xii, 6. 1 Pf. ci. 65 

; D:3 Percede:: 
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Precedents, when ſet by Superiors, are ſoon 4 
Initated ; ſo it is not to be wondered, if Ser- 
vants will rather follow the Miſtreſs than | 


Maſter. How can he find in his Heart to cor- ; 


re& Children and Servants, for following the! 
Example of their Mother and Miſtreſs, hoth i in 


Word and Deed? Thus he is like to be op- 
poſed, and can hardly hope that his Family will ; 


| be a little Church, as a religious Man's Family 


ought to be. But a pious Wife is a very great 
 Aﬀiſtance to manage and govern both Children 


and Servants. "She will watch her Opportunity 
to promote Religion. She will do her Huſband > 


good, and not evil, all the Days of her Life. l 


She openeth her Mouth with Wiſdom, and in. 
her Tongue 1s the Law of Kindneſs. Shel 


looketh well to che Ways of her Houſhold. F 
Her Children (and Servants) ariſe up and call | 
her bleſſed ; her nen allo, and he A | 


her . 


As a FRIEND. Her F riendſhip can no won: i A 


1 
3 1 


i 


8 


ger be depended upon than while pleaſed; for 2 3 


1 is not like one of the Inhabitants of the holy 
Mountain, who honour them that fear the 
and ſwear to their own Hurt, and change 
not 4. 


* Prov, xxxi. 12, 26, 27s 28. i | 


And 


eee oy 


Neighbourhood, as well as in the Family, will 


. 0 be hurtful. She will be familiar with thoſe of 
ber own Diſpoſition, and perhaps be in Com- 
* { pany with them too often, that ſhe may converſe 


„in her own Dialect; for ſhe docs not love to 
* converſe with her Huſba ind, nor underſtand his 
4 een Language; neither can ſhe abide his 


in pious Woman, but ſhe would be a Friend and 
uA a Neighbour to thoſe that fear the LORD +. 


4 ſpiritual ; the godly Huſband muſt ſuſtain and 
.. endure many cutting Inconveniences, and Diſ- 
advantages. I would make a few Remarks 


or here. . | 
Il TemeoRaL ProseERITY; If Providence 


be he Þ ſmile, and the Affairs and Concerns of this Liſe 


20 on ſucceſsful, ſhe will not eye the Good- 


| neſs of Gop, nor conſider the Operations of his 
. and beneficent Hand; W 885 


. I Plſul. cx. 5 


nd be | 5 Da me 
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"i And as a NRIOHBOUR. Her Example in the 


F riends, nor approve of their Converſation. She 
E muſt look cold upon them, or leave the Houſe. 
en! She cannot be diſcreet and keep at Home, be 
| } good, obedient to her own Huſband, that the 
1 Word of Gop be not blaſphemed X. A vile 
. Perſon would be contemptible j in the Eyes of a 


2. If we conſider the ſeveral Occurrences of | 
Life, both proſperous and adverſe, temporal and 
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ſhe will not give him Thanks, nor endeavour 1 ? ho 
to return according to Benefits received x. She TI 
will be apt to attribute all her Wealth and Proſ- | mu 
3 to her own Prudence and Induſtry ; there- the 
ſore will ſacrifice unto her Net, and burn In- in 
cenſe unto her Drag, concluding, that by them ſhi 
her Portion is made fat, and her Meat los J 
ous +. Whereas one that feareth the Lord T' 
would fay, It is the Lord our God that giveth“ de 

us Power to get Wealth, that he may eſtabliſn ar 
his Covenant . It is he that bleſſeth our Secd | fit 
ſown; and it is his Bleſſing that maketh rich; ir 
therefore let us honour God with our Subſtance, 3 


v. 

and with the firſt Fruits of all our Increaſe 8. 1 tl 
Times of SpIRITVAL Joy. When the good iy C 
Man' s Soul is refreſhed with divine Conſolation, | 7 
and Tranquility of Mind; when he is indulged | t 
with the Shinings of God's Face ; when his | } r 
Heart is elevated and tranſported with ſome ſpe- _ 7 
cial Tokens, Pledges, and Evidences of diſtin- 3 0 
guiſhing Leve and Favour; when he is con- 


ſtrained to ſay with the Prophet, I will greatly 
<< rejoice in the Lord, my Soul ſhall be joyful + 
in my God, for he hath clothed me with the 
“ Garments of Salvation, he hath covered me 1 
with the Robe of Righteouſneſs |; » and in 
©Y Chron. il, 25. + Hab. 1. 16. f Deut. * 
viii. rn. iii. 9. | Ifa, Ixi. 10. 3 

. | ſhort, | 
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mort, when he is moſt delighted with the 
e Things of God, the Companion of his Boſom 
— 


"| 


muſt be an Alien to the whole. She hath nei- 
ther Lot nor Portion in all this; yea, though 


in one Senſe ſhe be Bone of his Bone, yet pers 5 


ſhe is a Stranger that intermeddleth not with his 

Joy. When his Heart rejoiceth, and his 
Tongue doth praiſe the Lord, her Heart is 
dead, and her Tongue is dumb, with Regard to 


any Aſſiſtance afforded him. Nay, ſhe will re- 
ſiſt and oppoſe, for ſhe concludes that this Frame 

in her Huſband, proceeds only from ſome light, 
vain, and airy Fit that took him; and to be ei- 
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ther the Effect of Pride, Vain-Glory, and Self- 


Conceit; or of Folly, Phrenzy, and Madneſs. 
This will induce her to flight him now more 
than ever, her Scoffs and taunting Behaviour 
muſt now be to him a Thorn in the Fleſh, the 
Meſſenger of Satan to buffet him. When Mi- 


chal obſerved her Huſband tranſported with di- 


vine Joy, leaping and dancing before the Ar 
of God, ſhe deſpiſed him in her Heart; and 
when he came into his Houſe to bleſs his Houſe- 


bold, his Wife made him a cold Welcome. She 
went out to meet him, not to help on his Joy; 


no, but to let him know what deſpicable 
Thoughts ſhe entertained of him, when ſhe 


looked out through the W. indow. She com- 


pares 
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Treatment at that Time, muſt no 2 damp 
his Spirit, and on a ſudden ruffle his Temper, 
ſo that, inſtead of joining together to cloſe the 
Solemnity of the Day, in praiſing and glorifying 
Govy for all his loving Kindneſs, they fall ra- 
ther to Raillery and Banter. 0 

Thus it is very diſagreeable fora. foiritual 
;” Perfon to be joined to one that is void of true 
Religion, even while he is in a proſperous 
State; but where is the Man that hath the Can- 
dle of the ALmicuTy always ſhining upon his 


E World ? Then two is better than one, for if 
they fall, the one will lift up his Fellow ; but 
wo to him that is alone when he falleth+ ; yet, 


treſs, than to have one always preſent that will 
be fure to make the Burden heavier. I would 
add a few Obſervations upon adverle Circum- 
ſtances. 

| SEASONS of common „ and 
ApVERSIT Y. This muſt be expected, as it 
is the Lot of all Mankind. Many of theſe Sea- 
ſons preſs heavy upon a godly Man, but if he 
Rath an ungodly Wife, will ſhe now affiſt him, 


8 2 Sam. vi. 20, 21, 22. t Eccl. iv. 9 10. 


Head? Are not the Saints rather to expe&t Tri- 
= bulation, Straights and Difficulties in this 


alas! it is better to be alone in a Time of Diſ- 


and 


pares him to a vain ſhameleſs Fellow *, Such | | 


a. et a wy 
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up her Voice to Gob in Prayer, but rather in a 
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repining and diftruſtful Manner, bewailed her 
Circumſtances. Gop heard the Voice of the 
Lad, it is not ſaid, that he heard her Voice r. 
| Tims of TEMrTATION. God will ſuffer 
his People to be tempted, though he is faithful, 
and will with the Temptation alſo make a Way 
to eſcape F. Pious Abigail produced her bleffed 

| Counſel, back'd with her wiſe and weighty Ar- 
guments, to remove David's Temptation, and 
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and endeavour to comfort bis dejected Heart, i 
and lift up his weak Hands? Or will ſhe not 
rather murmur and repine, and every now and 
| then, caft her Squibs at Religion, ſaying, This 
is your Religion? This will be a Sword in the 
| Bones indeed, while ſhe faith daily, here is 
| thy Ged*? It does not appear that Hagar lift 


prevented him from contracting Guilt, and much 1 


innocent Blood fron: being ſhed |, When Ma- 
noah looked upon himſelf as a dead Man, how 
prudent and pithy doth his Wife reaſon with 
him C ! But a graceleſs Wife will be too ready 
to imitate Jezebel, who, when her Huſband | 
coveted. his Neighbour” 8 . adviſed him 


* Pal. xlii. 5 . 1 Gen. xxi. 2 17. 
$ 1 Cor. x. 13. 
7 Judg. xiii. 22, 23. 


il 1 Sam. xxv. 18, Kc. 


„ 
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to take away his Life *. Haman's Wife was 
ſuch another T. It is not © iniprobeble that Sap- 
_ phira helped on her Huſband in his Temptation, 
ſhe was privy to it, and agreed with him $. She 
did not act as Abigail did. Job's Wife plainly 
ſuggeitef that it was in vain for him to retain 
his 564 ham and wait Gop's Way and Time 
of Deliverance, in the Uſe of appointed Means; 
but ſhe would have him take the neareſt Way 
to get out of Trouble, right or wrong ||. Oh, 
what a Diſadvantage is it to have an * 
Wife when one is tempted . 
TIE of SPIRITUAL DESERTION. While 


the-Children of God are in the Wilder neſs, the 


FATHER doth often, for wiſe Ends, hide his 
Face from them, and then they are in Trouble. 
When the Soul of a truly religious Man is caſt 


down within him, ſo that he is overwhelmed 


with Sorrow, and ready to ſay, I am afraid God 
will be merciful no more: Oh, what a mi- 
ſerable Comforter an irreligious Wife will be 
then ! She will tell him, very probably, that 


the Whole proceeds from a melancholy temper, 


too much Reading, M loping, and hearing Ser- 
mons; | converiing too often with his canting 


© y Kings xxi. 7, 25. I Kh, v. 1 § Acts v. 
Hol Job il. 9. @ Plat. xxx. 7. Ifa. viii. 7. 
l Pla Ixxv4i, 2: i 4.7 „ 


7 


Brethren, 


pam — 
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£ Brethren, Sc. If ſhe is in a good Humour, ſhe 


| may adviſe him to divert and recreate himſelf 


F among ſome merry Company, who will not 


mention any Thing about Religion; and per- 


| haps ſhe will add, that if he will not leave his 
religious Way, he will ſoon be beſides himſelf. 
$ Alas ! how cutting this muſt be to one that is 

already within a little of crying out, I am af- 
fllicted, and ready to die; while I ſuffer thy 
Terrors, I am diſtracted*. But a really reli- 
gious and experimental Wife, would take ano- 

ther Method upon ſuch a trying Occaſion. She 
would remind her Huſband of the rich Promiſes, 
in their Freeneſs and Fulneſs; and would reaſon 
with him like Manoab's Wife. Like a ſkilful 

Scribe, inſtructed unto the Kingdom of God, ſhe 
would bring out of her Treaſures, Things new 
and old. She would relate to him her own Ex- 
perience, ſaying, like Z/phaz, I will ſhew thee, 
hear me, and that which I have ſeen, I will de- 
dclare 4, and, as David, declare what God hath 
done for her Soul t. All her grave, ſerious, 
and ſeaſonable Exhortations, ſhall be ſeconded 
and intermixed with ſecret and fervent Prayer, 
wreſtling with God for her ſorrowful Huſband. 

When the HoL v SpiRrT. is graciouſly pleaſed to 
'} bleſs her Advice, and anfwer her Petitions, the 
* Plal, Ixxxviii. 15. f Job xv. 17. 1 Pſal. Ixvi 16. 
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Soul of her lately dejected, but now refreſhed. 
 Yoke-Fellow, will be drawn forth in ſuchÞ 
| grateful Expreſſions as theſe, My Dear, thou 
art a Helpmeet for me; many Daughters hav 
done virtuouſly ; but thou excelleſt them all.“ 
A Woman that feareth the Lord, ſhould be 
| praiſed * Give her of the Fruit of her Hands, 
and let her own Works praiſe her in the Gates. | 


Tims of open PzrsECUTION. Many of the 
Saints meet with the fiery Trial of Perſecution, - 
and no Man, when he doth marry, may be ſure 
that it will not be his Lot before the conjugal 
Knot is diſſolved. Will an unregenerate Wife 
at ſuch a Time be agreeable ? Will ſhe admini- 
ſter Comfort, and encourage him to reſign the 
Whole of his and her Concern unto Gop? Will 
ſhe be like one of the Daughters of Sarah, who 
do well, and are not afraid with any Amaze- 
ment +? Or like the religious Perſon, who is not 


afraid of evil Tidings, becauſe his Heart is 


fixed, truſting in the LoRD f: Theſe excellent 


Qualifications are not to be expected in a Perſon, 


that doth not ſavour the Things that be of Gop, _ 
but thoſe that be of Men; bur it is rather to be 
ſuppoſed that ſhe will take her Huſband, and be- | 
gin to rebuke him, faying, Be it far from thee, 
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** Prov. xxxi. 29, 30, 31. * 1 Pet. 111, 6, 1 


+. Plal, exii. 7: 


this | 


ou 


* this ſhall not be unto thee. Her Language at 
ſuch a Time may be, What Harm is it to bow 
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the Knee now and then to Baal? To do Obei- 
* ſance once to the Golden Image ſet up by Nebu- 
chadnexzar the King; ſeeing all the Nobles and 
the Body of the People do it! ? Be you wiſer than 


| all the Empire? Do not the Jews them 


| ſelves obey the King; excepting a few weak 
| Perſons, who indulge their ſtubborn Humour, 


n, or at leaſt, unreaſonable Scruples ! ? If we do no 


4 


. F 


greater Sin than that, I hope the LoRD will 
| pardon, and forgive our going ſometimes to bow 
in the Houſe of Rimmon ; eſpecially, when we 


do not reverence any Thing in our Heart with a - 


ſo ; divine Worſhip, but the true Gop : Therefore 


Ty. 
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do not be ſo imprudently and fooliſhly ſerupu- : 
lous and preciſe.” Thus ſhe will perſuade him 
to ſhun Perſecution, but make very light of a 
good Conſcience. If he {till retain his Integrity, 
and will not obſerve her Advice, ſhe may, like 
Samſon's Wife, preſs him daily with her Words*, 

and urge him to think of his Wife and Chil- 
dren, &c. Now if the perplexed Huſband hath | 


not quite yielded like Samſon, what Anſwer can 
he return? If he ſays, Turn thou behind me 
| Satan, that will exaſperate her. If h fay, What 


meaneſt thou, thus to reaſon, to Weep, and to 
HET ' Judg, xvi. 16. e 


break, 
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break my Heart! ? Iam ready to ſuffer any Thing in 
for the Sake of CHRIST, Sc. Then ſhe will con- it! 
clude that all is gone; for ſhe can find no Com- Þ her 
fort in any Thing but ſome worldly Enjoyment, j ver 
and therefore it will, be in vain to make Uſe of J ple 
ſpiritual or religious Arguments to ſatisfy her. he 
Here again the good "Hl will be worſe by far Þ Ch 
than if he had been without a Wife. Once the 

- ere he 
"Tims of SICKNESS and 3 This a He 
gracious Man is to look for; but will a carnal | pe: 
Wife be now a Helpmeet ® far from it. Does thi 
he now want to converle about the other World, | «c 
an Intereſt in CHRIST, Forgiveneſs of Sin, the 
Joys of Heaven, and ſuch important Points? | « 
His Wife is ignorant of theſe Things, therefore | 
Ihe. mult be "dumb, except he can talk to her |} © 
about worldly Concerns, and thoſe, probably, | 
' that are quite impertinent at this Pime. Would | © 
he have his Children carefully cultivated for {© cc 
God, and trained up in the Way they ſhould _ « 
go!? He mult not expect it from his Wife, but 
rather fear that Religion will die with him in | © 

his Family, and his poor Children left to the | © 
Guidance of a blind Mother, and when the 4 ” 
Blind leads the Blind, what muſt follow? 
Would he adminiſter any Conſolation and Cor- 
dial to his Wife, he is now like to leave behind 

| e | in 
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in the World ! Oh, how gladly would he do 
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it! but what can he ſay? Would he comfort 
| her with the comprehenſive Promiſes of the Co- 
venant of Grace, that are made to all the Peo- 


ple of Gor? Alas! how can he do that, when 


he cannot, in Conſcience, conclude that ſhe is a 


: 


50 


Child of Gop, but rather fear, that not one of 5 
thoſe rich Promiſes doth belong to her? Would 
he exhort her not to mourn as one without 


Hope? This will not do, for it does not ap- 
_ pear that ever ſhe W what a good r 
through Grace was. Shall he addreſs her thus ? 


1 (0 


«© My dear Wife, you have been the Partner of 
my Sorrow and Joy in the Wilderneſs; very 


« Fellow. In every Trouble you bore your 
« Part with me. Now do not be diſcouraged, 
„ Gop will be with you, the remaining Part 
of your Time in the Wilderneſs. We muſt 
part, but it will be for a ſhort Time; you 
will ſoon follow me to the Regions of Light, 
Glory, and Bliſs, a delightful Immortality, 
of which we often converſed together with. 


[ “Satisfaction, Sc.“ Oh! no, no: This his 


Conſcience will not allow him to do in the | 


8. Sam. i. 26. — | 
E important 


„ pleaſant have you been to me, your Love to 
„ me was wonderful, like Fonathan's Love to 
5 David *. You have been my faithful Voke- 
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| important Hour; for he can reflect with Sou 
' row how it has been in Time paſt; and for an mar 
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with theſe Diſadvantages. 


Thing that he can ſee, he is how about to take van 
his everlaſting Farewel. Did ſhe bear and nou- hat! 


riſh up Children for him? Did ſhe eat and Cor 


drink with him daily? Yea, like Ur:ah's Wife, ſhe 


eat of his own Meat, and drank of his own Cup, ind: 


and lay in his Boſom? What! and now part fo Ain 


ever! One to Light, and the other to Dark. the! 


_ neſs! How pungent the Thought! Who can ex- ferv 
plore it to the Bottom? Cle 

Theſe are a few of the many evil Conſe} Af 
quences, and numerous Diſadvantages, which a he 
_ pious Perſon, whether Man or Woman, iS of cuſ 
expect from the unadviſed Choice of an impious | the 


 Yoke-Fellow. I ſhall now conſider ſome Ob- | wo 


1 that may be made. ; 
1. Obj. A godly Man may marry 0 one whom | at 
he knew to be a ſtrict Profeſſor of Religion, and 8 


he hoped ſhe was really a gracious and virtuous e. 


Perſon; yet it is not impoſſible for him to meet 5 


Anſ. Then ſhe proved to be a great Hypocrite, | . 
© a conſequently worſe than the common Sort 
of Sinners; but notwithſtanding that, if his y | 
Conſcience bears him Witneſs, that he expected 4 
the Blefling of Gop upon his upright and regu- | E 
lar Proceed ng Ern, de cannot meet with ſo 
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m many of the evil Conſequences, nor the Diſad- 
„ vantages; though he was diſappointed, yet he 
hath more Peace in his own Mind. But if his 
0 Conſcience ſuggeſted to him before-hand, that 
fe ſhe was but a mere Profeſſor, and not religious 
pi indeed, then he acted very wrong. His End, 
of Aim, and Deſign, could not be right; therefore 
c.þ theſe Judgments came upon him juſtly and de- 
«| ſcrvedly 3 for he made of her Profeſſion, but a 
| Cloak to cover ſome By-end and low Deſign. 
If a Chriſtian doth marry a Perſon whoſe Grace 
a he greatly ſuſpects, it is but a very ſhallow Ex- 
ute for him to ſay, She profeſſed Religion; for 
1s therein he acts different to what any wiſe Man 
„would do in temporal Affairs. Who would 
marry a Wife for the Sake of her Fortune, and 
nat the ſame Time doubt, whether ſhe be worth 
d a Groat in the World ? The Application is 
i | 
t 


caſy. 


2. Obi. Should A pious Man 3 any Thing | 
[ but Grace in the Choice of a Wiſe? --- | 
' Af. Ves; he ſhould mind ſeveral Things be. 
ſides, ſuch as theſe, 


1 
Y | 
: F I. He ſhould, as far as he is 3 Sander 
1 


what. might be her chief Motive and Induce- 
ment to accept of his Addreſſes; whether it be 
his Eſtate, Perſon, Parts, Eloquence, good Na- 
ure, or the like; or doth ſhe admire his Grace 

£3 cChiefly. 


the evil Conſequences and Diſadvantages men- 1 
tioned already, and many more. I only donſt- 5 
der the Man as addreſſing, and the Woman as. 


ing that ſhe may be directed 2 whether th 
5 be her Duty to accept or reject. 


is not enough that the Man and the er 
be truly gracious; there ought to be a Suitable- 4 
neſs of Temper and Diſpoſition. A Diſpoſition | ; 
and Humour may be very agreeable to one Man, q 
: but as diſagreeable and unſuitable to another. 
3. Some Proportion in Age, Perſon, Edu- 
cation, and Quality, ought to be minded. A "| 
great Difference in Age is not very ſuitable, or 
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well as the Man, and follow the ſame Rules; | 
ſhe ought to be as free and as cautious in her 


ceed in the Fear of Gop, ſhe may meet with all £ 


. — 
— * 


accepting or not accepting; and ſhe ſhould with 
much Concern lay the Caſe before Gop, pray- b 


4 


2. Natural Temper ſhould be conſidered. u 


chiefly. If ſo, her Motive is juſt; for in en- 5 1 
tering into the State of Wedlock, I apprehend} N 
that the Woman ſhould weigh the Matter, as 


Choice as he ſhould be. If ſhe does not pro- 8 


agreeable, If he cannot love her Perſon, he 
ſhould not make Choice of her as a Wife. 14 


may have a great Regard for a Perſon, as a va- 
luable Chriſtian, yet I might not love her Per- 


ſon as a Wife. As to Education and Quality, 


4 A 
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* by it 1s neither eligible nor convenient to have the 
Difference very wide either Way. If ſhe is far 
ſuperior to him, they are like to be a continual 

1 | Burden to each other ; for he knows not how : 

to behaye himſelf according to her Degree and _ 

Rank, nor ſhe according to his. If ſhe is far 

lf inferior to him, ſhe is not capable of managing fe 

1-| his Affairs in the World, and then ſhe is like to 

i-| be more a Hindrance than a Help to him. Nei- | 

ther can they ſo much as converſe together, to 

f 


mutual Satisfaction, when there is a great Diſ- 
4 proportion in their Education. | | 
ith 4. I would not be underſtood as underraluing 
| the Things of this Life, as not at all to be g 
minded by a Chriſtian ; but my Deſign is, that 
in 4 Grace ſhould by no Means be neglected, what- 
- | ever elſe may be deficient. He may lawfully 
n eye the Things of Time, either in his own 
1, Poſſeſſion, or that of the Perſon he eyes, as the 
Object of his Choice, as ſubordinate Means of 
their Well-Being here. Nay, Perſons ought 
A to conſider, whether they be like to live com- 
Yr > fortable with what of the World they are like te 
je have. They ſhould beware of Snares. 
19 1 Obj. What if two be married while in an 
1- | unconverted State, and afterward one is called 
r- } by the Grace of Gov, while the other continues 
„as before ; is the ne Band in ſuch a Caſe 
it | Te diſſolved ? 
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diſſolved? If not, the godly Perſon muſt labour 


under the fore-mentioned: Diſadvantages. What 
Courſe i is he to take? 


reo ne firſt, the Marriage Youd i is not 
1 diſſolved, they are, in that Reſpect, as nearly re- 
F lated as before; for the unbelieving Huſband is 


3 ſanctified by, or to the Wife; and the unbelieving 


y Wife is ſanctified by, or to the Huſband. 1 er. 
1 vii. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. To the other Part of the 
Ob; jection, I ſhall anſwer, by giving the con- 


5 er Perſon the following Directions: 


I. Let him carneſtly pray for the . 
of his Yoke-Fellow. 2. Let the converted Per- 


ſon convince the other by conſtant Practice, 
that Religion doth not forbid or hinder, but 


command and encourage the mutual Duties of 


Man and Wife. Religion ſhould always make 
the Man a better Huſband, and the Woman a 


better Wife. 3. Let the pious Perſon, whether 
it be the Man or the Woman, by plain Exam 


ple, ſhew the other that Religion is not a bare 


Name, but that the more truly religious any one 


is, the better he is qualified to manage any tem- 


poral Affairs or Occurrences in Life. He will 
proceed more regular and prudent. 4. Let that 
Perſon, by a ſavoury and prudent Converſation, 


and particularly at proper Seaſons, well timed, 


endearour to perſuade the other to ſee the J 


"ets 
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| Beauty of Religion, and the Deformity of Vice, 6 


together with the miſerable Conſequences of 


this, but the glorious Concluſion of that. What 
knoweſt thou, O Wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave 
thy Huſband ? Or how knoweſt thou, O Man, 
whether thou ſhalt fave ay. Wife! 1 

vii. 16. 


. F inally, if all will be ineffectual, let . | 
pious Perfon, exerciſe himſelf to keep a Con- 
ſcience void of Offence towards Gop, and to- 


ward Men, bearing the Croſs with Patience, 


praying for much Wiſdom, and in Meekneſs 


Kill inſtructing the other, if, peradventure, Gon 


will one Tinte or other, give Repentance | to the | 5 


acknoulledging of the Truth. 
Now Eſhall cloſe the Whole, with; a Word of 
Exhortation to the Huſbands that have religious 
and agreeable Wives, and to the Wives that 
have pious and loving Huſbands. Prize and va- 


lue your Privileges. Be very thankful for them, _ 
Remember they are the Gift of God, and what 


a precious Gift they be. Look over their Infir- | 


mities, and cover them with Love; there is no 


ſinleſs Perfection here. Think of your own Im 


perfection, with Care and Impartiality. N 


deavour to render the Life of your pious Yoke- 


F elloyr „ as comfortable: as you poly can. 


Pray | 
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Pray often for them in particular. Read care- 


own Duty. Beware, leſt you ſhould be too 
ſevere in obſerving their Duty, but forgetting 
your own too much. Look upon it as a very 
diſtinguiſhing Mercy, that you are Heirs toge- 
ther of the Grace of Life, and let it be your 
Study how to * as e I Pet. i iii. 7 


N 


fully the Scripture, that you may know your Þ 
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